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equal to the spirit of the rank and file, the history
of the years that followed might have been alto-
gether different. Had there been in 1906 a rank
and file as determined and as courageous and as
strong on first principles as their leader, the events
of a generation might be less deplorable to look
back on. But with Hardie a sick man, and most
of his lieutenants more anxious to stand well in
the opinion of opponents than to do their best for
supporters, the new Labour Party missed the tide.
As its elected chairman, Keir Hardie set forth
what he held to be its mission. They must, he
told his followers, " infuse a spirit of healthy
seriousness into the political life and thought of
our time.53 Most necessary that, at the time when
Balfour, with what the Irish aptly named his
" pretty Fanny's way/3 was doing his best to kill
that spirit, and Asquith had allowed fashionable
society to turn him away from Radicalism, and
even John Morley preferred the discussion of
Greek literature to politics and purred over the
supper-table decorations at a Londonderry House
reception.
" We shall stand by and for the people," Hardie
wrote.
" We shall, if need be, fall with them, but we
shall not desert them, nor sacrifice their interests
to any spirit of time-serving political expediency.
We are of the workers ; they are our kin ; we
are part of them; their battle is our battle; what
hurts them hurts us ; where they gain, we